
Dear Parents, 

Welcome back, from a hopefully relaxing summer break, to 

a fun, and challenging new term. This term’s topic is on the 

invading forces of the Anglo Saxons and Vikings and how 

they lived their lives in Britain. 

Historically, we will look at the timeline of the invasions by 

the Anglo–Saxons and Vikings. We will research and study 

how the Vikings lived: their homes, food and drink, religion 

and their magnificent longships.  

We will also study the Anglo Saxon invasions with the 

children using what they have learnt in the preceding weeks 

to do their own study of these invaders and produce their 

own topic sheet. We will look at how they impacted Britain 

including the place names of West Sussex and major towns 

and cities of Britain. Looking at this and where the Anglo 

Saxons chose to make these settlements will be part of the 

geographical study of our topic. 

In the final few weeks of the Autumn term we will be 

looking at Christmases around the World and the 

differences and similarities between them. 

In maths, we will be focussing on the areas of place value 

and formal informal and mental calculations. We will also be 

doing mixed topic arithmetic and maths facts quizzes to 

ensure we are consistently revisiting all other areas of 

maths. Oak class will be applying this knowledge and these 

skills to problem solving activities. To support all areas of 

maths, it is vital that the children have rapid recall of their 

number facts, so the emphasis on this will continue through the 

Planets . In Oak Maths homework will not currently be set, when 

constant progress is being made. However, playing the Rockstars 

game is encouraged. A revision sheet for Maths facts will be shared 

later in the term. 

In ICT the class will be working with Mr Cumming, looking initially at 

e-safety issues with the use of modern day technology, such as 

mobile phones and the ‘safe and age appropriate use’ of social web-

sites. The children will be going onto use Excel and will be applying 

this skill to producing a timeline on the computers. 

In art the children will be producing prints based on Anglo Saxon 

and Viking designs using polystyrene block prints. They will be 

layering colours to produce more complicated designs. Their DT will 

be focussed around their science topic of electricity. 

During PE our children will be developing their striking and fielding 

skills through cricket. We will also be developing gymnastic routines 

using all the skills we have learnt at St. Johns. Pete Gwynn is coming 

in to revise their play-leading skills, so they can lead activities at 

break times.  We will using our research on Christmases around the 

World to create dances to represent these customs. 

In Open Futures, during the first half term, Oak class will be doing 

gardening: Mrs Pollard will inform the children when they need to 

bring in gardening clothes. In the second half term, they will be 

doing Film-it with Mr Cumming. Throughout the term, this children 

will also be cooking, so we would welcome the cooking money that 

makes this activity possible, as soon possible Thanks. 

This is just an 

outline of what the 

children will be 

exploring during this 

term. In Oak class, 

we continue to work 

in Talk Partners for 

the majority of our 

lessons and tasks, 

which should develop 

t h e  c h i l d r e n ’ s 

independence and 

confidence.  

HOMEWORK—The children in Oak class are expected to work on their spellings for at least 10 minutes 

everyday and they will soon be given a timetable of suggested activities for each day. The children will 

have their spellings checked on the first day that they receive them and their Talk Partner will be 

checking that they completed an activity, each day, but not closely inspecting the spellings. I would 

therefore appreciate it if you could ensure the children are working accurately on their tasks and sign 

their work. Thank you. If the task is not completed or the work is forgotten, the children will be 

expected to ‘re-do’ it at break time. (Responsibility!) The year’s spellings, as well as the activities 

timetable are on the Website . If an activity does not seem appropriate to the task, due to the set of 

words, then an alternative activity can be selected. 

The children are expected to read every night, and in year 6 this should be a variety of genres, not just 

their reading books. They greatly benefit from sharing texts with an adult and discussing various 

aspects of the content and the structure, so again your support with this would greatly enhance your 

child’s learning. Suggested questions and discussion points for their reading will be available at the Oak 

class parents meeting on Thursday 19th September. 

Any questions? Please email the office who will forward these to me. 
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