
Dear Parents, 

Welcome back, from a hopefully relaxing summer break, 

to a fun, and challenging new term. This term’s topic is on 

the invading forces of the Anglo Saxons and Vikings and 

how they lived their lives in Britain. 

Historically, we will look at the timeline of the invasions 

by the Anglo–Saxons and Vikings. We will research and 

study how the Vikings lived: their homes, food and drink, 

religion and their magnificent longships.  

We will also study these invasions with the children using 

what they have learnt in the preceding weeks to do their 

own study to produce their own topic sheet. We will look 

at how they impacted Britain including the place names of 

West Sussex and major towns and cities of Britain. 

Looking at this and where they chose to make these 

settlements will be part of the geographical study of our 

topic. 

RE will focus on the two questions: ‘What do Christians 

learn from Creation?’ and ‘Was Jesus the Messiah?’ This 

will tie in with our English work looking at the features of, 

and writing diaries, newspapers and non-chronological 

texts (Topic sheets) 

In the final few weeks of the Autumn term we will be 

looking at Christmases around the World and the 

differences and similarities between them. 

In Maths, we will be focussing on the areas of Place 

Value, addition and subtraction, multiplication and division 

and measurement—length and perimeter. Holly class will 

be applying this knowledge and these skills to problem 

solving activities. To support all areas of maths, it is vital 

that the children have rapid recall of their number facts, 

so the emphasis on this will continue through the Planets. The 

computer Rockstars game, Sumdog, Purplemash and any other online 

support (See website in a few weeks time) is encouraged. All pupils 

are expected to know up to 12x12 by the end of Year 4. If you are 

able to help your children ‘little and often’ in this area then this will 

be very much appreciated. 

In ICT the class will be looking initially at e-safety issues with the 

use of modern day technology, such as mobile phones and the ‘safe 

and age appropriate use’ of social web-sites. The children will 

further their skills in using Word, PowerPoint and Publisher. 

In Art the children will be producing prints based on Anglo Saxon 

and Viking designs using string block prints. Their DT will be 

focussed around their science topic of electricity. 

During PE our children will be developing their skills in a variety of 

invasion games such as football and netball. We will also be 

developing our gymnastic abilities on the floor and apparatus. 

The children will learn French with Mrs Stoner 

In Open Futures, during the first half term, Holly class will be 

working with me taking photographs and digitally producing Wow 

creation posters linked with their RE work. Throughout the term, 

this children will also be cooking, so we would welcome the cooking 

money that makes this activity possible, as soon possible. Thank you.  

Homework will be weekly, with children carrying out activities that 

will help them to learn their spellings, learning their number facts to 

be successful in their planet challenges and daily reading in order to 

improve their comprehension skills. 

This is just an outline of what the children will be exploring 

during this term. In Holly class, we continue to work in Talk 

Partners for the majority of our lessons and tasks, which should 

develop the children’s independence, resilience and confidence.  

I am so looking forward to starting this new year with the children. The above curriculum provides the vehicle for learning 

skills, knowledge and concepts. As you well know, St John the Baptist School is so much more than this. Developing the social 

and communication skills, bringing out the very best from each and every child and nurturing their confidence to be the 

person that will succeed and thrive in this learning environment that we offer is at the core of all members of staff I work 

with.  Together,  you as parents and we as staff, can make such a difference to our children. If you have any questions as to 

what we are doing or want to talk about anything that would further help your child, then please either email me using the 

school office address or make an appointment after school so we can talk together. Thank you.   Mr. John Cumming 
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