
Dear Parents, 

Welcome back, - Hopefully your Christmas and New Year 

celebrations were enjoyable, even if not relaxing. Thank you 

for the lovely cards and gifts; they were very much 

appreciated. This term, as usual, is going to be very busy, 

especially as it is quite a short term. 

The KS2 topic this term  is ‘A Picture Paints a Thousand 

Words’, which is a literacy based topic, looking at various 

picture books and the narratives that go alongside them. In 

English, we will be focussing mostly on reading and writing 

stories. We will be developing our vocabulary range to the 

descriptions of characters, settings and atmosphere. The 

children will be encouraged to use all the features that 

they have been taught, including advanced punctuation and 

varied sentence structure. Ensuring all the basics are in 

place is vital and so when the children are writing at home, 

we would appreciate your support in encouraging them to 

proofread and edit their work accurately. The work in class 

will support this year’s long-term homework topic based on 

the images of mysterious Harris Burdick. The full details of 

this has already been given to the children. The children 

should be taking quizzes on their reading books as often as 

possible, so your work with them with their reading plays a 

big part in their success.. 

In Maths, we will be working on fractions, decimals and 

percentages, algebra, measurement and ratio and problem 

solving questions that involve these areas. It is imperative 

that the children  know all the facts that are on the 

revision sheet given out at the parents evening last term. 

So five minutes here and there revising essentials will be  

very beneficial. 

In ICT the children will be using Excel to present researched 

information of the different historical time eras through history. E-

safety will then be explored so that the children are able to present 

a comprehensive parents information sheet. 

In art the children will be studying illustrators and looking at how 

they create personalities and show emotions through their drawings. 

During PE our children will be developing their ball skills through 

basketball and netball activities. We have looked at rhythmic 

gymnastics and we will be developing gymnastic routines, putting 

them to music, using all the skills they have learnt at St. Johns.  

In Open Futures, during the first half term, Oak class will be doing 

P4C (philosophy). Images will be the stimulus for our enquiries, 

linking to the topic. The use of quality vocabulary, justifications, 

active and respectful listening to end expressing of opinions are all 

significant skills that have great cross-curricular value. In the 

second half term, they will doing Grow-it, including parts of the 

science curriculum through the gardening element of Open Futures. 

In the second half of the term,  the Year 6 boosters for the NCTs 

will start. During three mornings of the week, they will be focussing 

on revising the knowledge and skills that will be assessed in Reading, 

Maths (arithmetic, and reasoning) and grammar, punctuation and 

spelling. The Oak year 5s will be reunited with their peers, following 

the year 5 curriculum in Holly Class. 

 The year 6s have already taken part in a magistrate presentation 

and role-play, where they learnt important information relating to 

the law. This was a great experience and we hope to offer this 

experience to years 6s each year. 

This is just an 

outline of what the 

children will be 

exploring during this 

topic. We are using 

these newsletters to 

give you information 

about your child’s 

education as this will 

r e p l a c e  t h e 

foundation subjects 

comments on the 

annual report.  

HOMEWORK— Alongside the Harris Burdick homework project, the children in Oak class are expected 

to work on their spellings for at least 10 minutes everyday and they have already been given a timetable 

of suggested activities for each day. The children will have their spellings checked on the first day 

that they receive them and their Talk Partner will be checking that they completed an activity, each 

day, but not closely inspecting the spellings. I would therefore appreciate it if you could ensure the 

children are working accurately on their tasks. Thank you. If the task is not completed or the work is 

forgotten, the children will be expected to ‘re-do’ it at break time. (Responsibility!) The year’s 

spellings, as well as the activities timetable is on the Website . If an activity does not seem appropriate 

to the task, due to the set of words, then an alternative activity can be selected. 

The children are expected to read every night, and in year 6 this should be a variety of genres, not just 

their reading books. They greatly benefit from sharing texts with an adult and discussing various 

aspects of the content an the structure, so again your support with this would greatly enhance your 

child’s learning. They will also be receiving tasks in relation to their own reading once a week. 

Any questions? Please email the office who will forward these to me. 
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