January 2022

Dear Parents,
Welcome back to another new and exciting term.
This term we will be diving into dramatic events and
awe-inspiring facts. We will be looking at the impact of
the Extreme Earth and its natural disasters with a focus
on volcanoes. We will also explore the eruption of
Mount Vesuvius in 79AD using this opportunity to
discover more about the Romans and their impact on
our country.
In English, we will be learning how to create
explanatory texts about volcanoes. We will also be
writing a creative account of a character experiencing
the eruption of Mount Vesuvius. Later in the term we
will be looking at poetry.
Science will cover plants and we will explore how
animals, including humans, need specific nutrition to
help them move and grow, and how humans and some
other animals have skeletons and muscles to help their
bodies move. After this, we will move onto exploring
rocks.
In Maths, we will be starting with multiplication and
division. We will have opportunities to use
manipulatives to explore multiplying and dividing
before moving on to the written methods for solving
these problems. We also will be exploring measurement
and length. We will work daily on our mental maths
skills.

-It, where the children will be learning how to create ‘stop
frame’ animations.
Through our topic work, we will be covering geographical and
historical objectives. In Geography we will be using our map
skills to locate countries and volcanoes around the world,
discovering how volcanoes are formed and the different types of
volcanoes that exist. In History, we will be exploring the Romans
and their impact on Britain.
During PE, the children will be developing skills in gymnastics
and fitness and in a variety of invasion games. Full PE Kits in
every day please as our days for PE do change.
In Art/DT, following research of Roman pots and pottery, the
children will be using their research to design a Roman pot. They
will develop their skills and techniques when using clay. In the
second half term the children will be developing their DT skills by
exploring aqueducts and their designs before applying this
knowledge to designing their own aqueduct.
In RE, in the first half term, Rowan class will be studying the
religion of Judaism. In the second half of this term, we will be
considering ‘Why do Christians call the day Jesus died ‘Good
Friday’?’ as we lead up to Easter.
Finally, Year 3 will be learning the recorder in Music and Year 4
will be taking French this term.

In Computing, the children will be continuing to develop
their understanding of Microsoft programs, including Spellings— These should be practised daily and will be tested on a
Friday. If your child requires a new spelling list, please get them to
Word and PowerPoint.
speak to me.
Our Open Futures session this first half term will be Film

On 8th March, KS2 will be visiting Bignor
Roman Villa to support our topic work and
give the children a more practical understanding of how these invaders impacted
not only our country but more specifically
our county of Sussex.

Reading—The children should read everyday. A comment by your
child or yourselves in your reading journal is really useful, as well as
your signature to show they have read at least 5 times weekly.
Maths Planets– Planets will be tested every Friday. When children
move up a planet they will get a new pack of activities to help them
learn their new planet skills. They can also practice these skills online
by finding games that match their planet skills.
Any questions? Please email me through the office.
Ms Jen Howells.

