
Dear Parents, 

A new year and a new topic. How exciting! Happy New 

year to you all. Thank you for your kindness and 

generosity for the Christmas presents and cards I 

received from the children. This is very much 

appreciated.  

As the class moves into their second term together, I am 

looking forward to continuing building their confidence, 

resilience and independence. They are working well as a 

class and we are having fun learning.  

The children have begun the term looking at wordless 

books, creating their own narratives from the picture. 

We are now moving forward and beginning to think 

about persuasive writing and reports, including 

newspapers. We are focussing on using appropriate 

language, accurately describing narrative pieces, while 

using a more formal, less descriptive writing style for 

reports. Persuasive writing will straddle both of these 

styles, with the children being encouraged to use 

emotive language to illustrate their points and ideas. 

In reading, the children have made a fantastic start to 

using Accelerated Reader. They are quizzing incredibly 

successfully and seem to be enjoying  the new books 

that we got for Christmas! Thank you to those of you 

who have continued to read with your children 5 times a 

week. Sharing stories and discussing books is a vital part 

of your child’s fluency and comprehension 

development. 

As our topic is ‘A Picture Paints a Thousand Words’, we 

will be using picture books as stimulus for all of our 

written work. 

In maths, we will be continuing to re-enforce the 

importance of knowing our number facts and applying 

these to rapid mental calculation. The children are being 

regularly assessed on multiplication, division and 

number bonds and will be returning to ’Maths Planet’ 

assessment weekly. Each time they ’pass a planet’ they 

will receive a certificate to celebrate their success. 

Sitting down with your child while they are doing their Times 

Table Rock Stars homework is a great way of seeing how they 

are getting on, and quick-fire style tennis questions (back and 

forth between you) can be a fun way of practising both tables 

and number facts. Number bonds to 10, 20 and 100 are always 

useful to refresh as these help when the children complete 

addition and subtraction questions in lessons. We will be 

continuing with multiplication and division methods before 

moving on to topics including money and fractions this term. 

Please see the school website for the methods that we use— 

children's zone / learning resources / maths progression. We 

are currently using number lines for division and multiplication 

and for adding and subtracting we are using the column 

methods. Children will be moved on at an appropriate time for 

them within the classroom. 

During PE, we will be learning skills for gymnastics and netball. 

After half term, we will be learning tennis skills. 

In Art/DT, the children will be looking at the different styles of 

drawing and painting that illustrators use and then going on to 

create our own compositions using some of the styles. 

We will also be continuing with our ELLI initiative, which 

encourages our children to look at how they learn. The children 

will be assessing themselves on each aspect of their learning 

and setting themselves targets as a result of their assessments. 

We will be giving the children as many opportunities to practise 

these lifelong skills, as well as re-assessing their progress 

throughout the next two terms. They have will then begin 

nominating classmates for ELLI certificates each week. 

Alongside all of this we will be continuing with the Open 

Futures initiatives. A new programme has been outlined in a 

separate letter. As well as cooking, the children will be carrying 

out ’Film it’ in the first half of term and ‘P4C’ in the second. 

In R.E in the first half term, the children will be learning about 

the Jewish faith and way of life. After half term they will be 

revisiting the Easter story. 
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I hope the children enjoy the above curriculum, which provides the vehicle for many learning skills, knowledge and concepts. If you have any 
questions or queries about anything that would further help your child, then please either email me using the school office address or make an 
appointment before or after school so we can talk together. Thank you, Mrs. Georgia Griffiths 


